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State of Arizona

Department of Education

Tom Horne

Superintendent of

Public Instruction                                                    
March 15, 2007

The Honorable Pete Hoekstra
Member of Congress

2234 Rayburn House Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Congressman Hoekstra:

I am writing as Arizona’s elected state schools chief to lend my support to the proposed Academic Partnership Lead Us to Success (A-PLUS) Act of 2007.

The precepts contained in this legislation reflect what I believe to be some of the essential elements of ensuring that the individual states have the opportunity to develop sensible and meaningful education policies based on academic rigor: accountability for students and schools, flexibility and innovation.

By contrast, current federal law as authorized under No Child Left Behind (NCLB) does not address public education needs in a rational and flexible manner.  In fact, many aspects of NCLB are confusing, irrational and counter-productive for developing fruitful education policy.

I spent 24 years on a local school board, four years as a state legislator, where I chaired the Academic Accountability Subcommittee, and I have just begun my second four-year term as Arizona’s schools chief.  My passion is rigor in the classroom and I’m confident that the goals outlined in the A-PLUS Act would be vastly superior to the highly-prescriptive mandates of NCLB.

NCLB, the way it is enforced by the U.S. Department of Education (ED), is anything but flexible.  The accountability system of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) is rigid and fatally flawed.  I have set forth some of the details in a separate letter dated January 9, 2007 to Chairman Miller, a copy of which is attached. Arizona’s accountability system, and that of many other states, is far superior to the AYP formula.  It demands and rewards high performance while helping those schools that truly are in need of improvement.  

If the A-PLUS Act were to become law, I am confident that states like Arizona that are committed to academic excellence, would welcome the chance to use federal funds for state education needs in a rational, flexible and performance-based system.

I would be pleased to assist you and your colleagues in any way possible to ensure the A-PLUS Act of 2007 becomes law.

                                                                     Best regards,
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                                                                     Tom Horne

                                                                     Superintendent of Public Instruction
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