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March 15, 2007





The Honorable Pete Hoekstra


U.S. House of Representatives


2234 Rayburn House Office Building


Washington, DC  20515





Dear Representative Hoekstra,





The American Association of Christian Schools applauds your efforts to improve the educational system in American by introducing the A-PLUS Act.  We strongly support this sound piece of legislation that would bring more freedoms through decreased regulatory burdens in the academic arena.





While the philosophy of No Child Left Behind is certainly a noble goal, it is impossible to meet the educational needs of each child in America through a federal program.  The only way to truly ensure that each child receives an excellent education is to individualize the education.  The A-PLUS Act serves to localize education by giving states maximum freedom to choose the best educational initiatives for the population of students they serve.  





In addition, the A-PLUS Act gives more power to those who are ultimately responsible for the children’s educational needs – the parents.  As the states gain the freedom to make the best educational choices for their students, the parents gain more access to influencing the programs that are implemented to help their children. The best way to improve education in America is to empower parents to make the best choice for their children.  





Naturally, accountability plays an important role in ensuring high educational standards.  The A-PLUS Act makes the states ultimately accountable to the parents as opposed to a federal program, thus ensuring greater results in the successful education of the children.





We are grateful for your efforts to provide greater freedom in America’s educational system, and to keep parents highly involved in their children’s education.  Thank you for your service to America’s families and children.





Yours for the children,


�





Dr. Keith Wiebe, President


American Association of Christian Schools














