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The Honorable Jennifer Granholm
Governor

The State of Michigan

P.O. Box 30013

Lansing, Michigan 48909

Dear Governor Granholm:

In light of the fiscal crisis in which our state currently finds itself, and particularly after the massive tax
increase adopted to fund state government, I am disturbed by the Michigan Department of

Transportation choosing to spend $318,000 in taxpayer dollars for construction of a 4-foot-tall fence to
protect turtles.

The fence will run along a stretch of highway that lies in the congressional district I represent, and
despite my being aware of the remedy the fence seeks to provide, I am alarmed at the lack of
prioritization demonstrated by this allocation of funding.

It is not the concept of the project, rather it is the message sent by the state that concerns me. By passing
a massive tax increase, I believe that Lansing has asked the citizens of Michigan to sacrifice without first
holding itself accountable and challenging itself to exercise some degree of creativity with the state’s
budget. By spending $318,000 dollars on a fence to protect turtles, the citizens have effectively been
told that Lansing is indifferent to their sacrifice.

At a time of such limited resources, I believe that MDOT should prioritize the allocation of federal
dollars on projects that impact the movement of people or commercial products, rather than spend
money on projects that make sense when times are good.

Thus, I am writing to request that you convene a working group to study how the State can better
allocate funds from its budget. I am willing to volunteer my time and effort to help determine how to

more effectively spend federal dollars coming into the state, and I believe others would be prepared to
do the same.

As you know, approximately one-third of Michigan’s budget comes from federal funding. Yet, at no
time have I nor any of my federal counterparts — to my knowledge — been approached about providing
greater flexibility with the allocation of federal dollars. Cooperation amongst all parties who care about
Michigan is critical in a state whose unemployment rate is 63 percent above the national average.

I have begun exploring options available — including introducing legislation — to provide states in dire
straits, like Michigan, with the flexibility to help residents and businesses rebound. In fact, I fuily

Wastmcyon OFrcE: BDisTRicT JFRcE—HOAND DistricT OFAcE-~-MUsSKEGON Bisrict Oree—CADiLLAC
2234 Rayburn House Office Buiding 184 South River Avenue 900 3rd Street, Suite 203 210-1/2 North Mitchef Street
Washingtor, DC 20515 Holland, Mich. 48423 Muskegon, Mich. 48440 Cadillac, Mich. 48601
(202) 225-4401 {616} 3950030 (23117228386 (231) 7750050
FAX: (202} 2260773 FAX; (616) 395-0271 FAX; {231) 122-0176 FAX: {231) 775-0298

% PRINTED On RECYCLED PaPER



support relaxing the restrictions placed on federal funds if Lansing bureaucrats would demonstrate some
sensibility in prioritizing the state’s fiscal situation.

We must examine every opportunity to determine how we can help the Michigan economy bounce back.

I look forward to your response and cooperation.

Sincerely,

Member of Congress



